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# 15 Family
Specific Personal Promise #__P_ (Marilyn)
The situation:tc "Situation\:"
Our oldest son Steve was in the hospital with emergency surgery. We did not know if he would live through the night. While he was in surgery, I sat on the hospital hall floor outside the surgery area, waiting to hear something from the doctor who was performing the surgery. The Lord so comforted my heart in many ways through that long night, and Steve made it through the surgery, which was a miracle of God. Steve was in intensive care for a while, and when they brought him to his hospital room, I sat there with him for days while he slept. Friends came and offered to sit with him so I could get away from the hospital for a little while, but I could not leave his side. As I sat there for long hours reading the Word and listening to God speak to my heart with the comfort of His precious Word, I was full of questions about our Steve.

The question I was asking God:tc "Question I was asking God\:"
“Father, as I sit here with Steve, in the quietness of this hospital room, please speak to my heart about our Steve. My heart is so fearful.”
God's answer/specific personal promise:tc "Answer/specific personal promise\:" 
“...The Lord loves him;

He shall do His pleasure... 
I, even I, have spoken; 
Yes, I have called him, 
I have brought him, and his way will prosper."

—Isaiah 48:14-15 NKJV
Note:
Steve recovered very speedily from the surgery, and in a few weeks, he was standing at the front of our church, being commissioned with his youth group to go on a mission trip to Colorado. His doctor gave permission for him to go, but he was not to do anything strenuous while he was gone because he needed more healing time. One of the counselors told us later that they had a hard time stopping Steve from doing what all the other kids were doing. Jerry and I watched as Steve grew, and it was apparent that he had a love for organizing and planning things for his youth group, and he loved working with people. Therefore, it was no surprise to us when God called him into the ministry to work as a minister to singles.
The rest of the story:
For twelve years, Steve worked with singles, building large groups of strong, godly singles in several churches, before God moved him in another direction. Presently Steve is Facilitation Manager and Teacher/Trainer for AmeriTrade; he also teaches at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. God "called" Steve and has "brought him," and it is a blessing to see God at work in Steve's life, in His intended way, and to see this promise active in Steve's life today.

The truth(s) God was reinforcing in my life:

Have faith, believe, and watch God work. The Lord loves Steve, and Steve will do what pleases God. God has called Steve, brought him, and will prosper his way.
