Proofed by Mare 6-3-11 & Jer 6-7-11

# 16 Family
16 Specific Personal Promise #__Q_ (Marilyn) DONE 5/02/10

The situation:tc "Situation\:"
Our boys had both left home to go away for college, and I was missing them a lot! I knew their leaving home was just a part of growing up and that is life, and my desire was for them to be mature, godly men. But there was still emptiness within me over their having moved away. Early on in those days of their being away from home, I began to talk to the Lord about their being gone.

The question I was asking God:tc "Question I was asking God\:"
“Father, I love being Steve and Don's mom, and now they are grown and gone, and I am missing them so much. Will you please speak to my heart?”
God's answer/specific personal promise:tc "Answer/specific personal promise\:" 
"...Loose them and bring them to Me. And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them’..."

 —Matthew 21:2-3 NKJV
The rest of the story:

This promise has kept me on track praying for my sons and releasing them to the Lord, repeatedly praying that God would use them for His purposes as His servants and as godly husbands and daddies. They live in other cities, and it is a huge blessing to know that the Lord "has need of them" where they are and that they are surrendered to Him, living out His plan for their lives. I acknowledge God's entire ownership of our boys. They were on loan to us from God as children, but we are to release them now that they are adults. It is a joy to release them to God and, as their mom, to pray for them and to observe their lives before the Lord as men of God.

The truth(s) God was reinforcing in my life:

God loans our children to us to love and enjoy but also to teach and train to live for God and serve Him. The time comes when we are to give them back to the Lord because He has need of them. 

