Proofed by Mare 6-3-11 & Jer 6-9-11

# 34 PERSONAL
Specific Personal Promise #_HH___ (Marilyn) # 34 Finger DONE
The situation:

My finger was badly infected from a splinter that was deep under my fingernail. I tried to get it out, but I could not. I tried to ignore it because I had been told that the splinter would probably work its way out on its own. But it was not getting better, and the pain was becoming more intense as time went by.

Finally I had to see a doctor, a hand specialist. In examining my finger, the doctor scheduled me for surgery to remove the fingernail and nail bed immediately. A year later I still had a tremendous amount of pain in the finger, and although the fingernail was growing back it, was not adhering to the nail bed. We were away from home, but the pain got so bad that we had to return to Oklahoma City to see my doctor. He detected a tumor under the new fingernail and scheduled another surgery for the next morning. But that night he had an emergency surgery and was up all night, so my surgery had to be rescheduled for the next day. The tip of my finger turned black, and the pain was so bad that I could not sleep. The Lord calmed my heart with praise music and prayer. I have given extra detail here because of the intensity of the pain and the preciousness of the Lord’s comfort and sustaining power in the midst of a horrific night of pain. I could not take any medication because of the surgery the next morning. 
The question I was asking God:

The night before the second surgery I was pleading with God, “Would you please help me with this pain?”
God's answer/specific personal promise:

I will praise you, O Lord, for you lifted me up...
O Lord my God, I cried out to you and you healed me. 

O Lord, you pulled me up… 
you rescued me…
Sing to the Lord, you faithful followers of his; 
give thanks to his holy name…
his good favor restores one’s life.
 One may experience sorrow during the night, 
but joy arrives in the morning.











—Psalm 30:1-5 NET
Into your hand I entrust my life;
 you will rescue me, O Lord, the faithful God.












—Psalm 31:5 NET
A more serious situation:

It was determined that the tumor under my fingernail was cancerous; therefore, we were advised that the safest thing to do was to remove the tip of my finger in another surgery. Of course I had some fear about the cancer and another surgery, so I asked God for another promise.

The question I was asking God:

“Lord, do you want me to go through this third surgery to have the tip of my finger removed?”
God's answer/specific personal promise:

But those who wait for the Lord’s help find renewed strength;
 they rise up as if they had eagles’ wings,
 they run without growing weary, 
they walk without getting tired.












—Isaiah 40:31 NET
Now, this is what the Lord says, 
the one who created you…
“Don’t be afraid, for I will protect you. 
I call you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I am with you; 
when you pass through the streams, they will not overwhelm you. 

When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; 
the flames will not harm you. 

For I am the Lord your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your deliverer… 
Since you are precious and special in my sight, 
and I love you…
Don’t be afraid, for I am with you…"











—Isaiah 43:1-5 NET
The rest of the story:

It has been several years since the third surgery on my finger, and the peace that the Lord has given me is priceless. I still have some numbness in that finger and it does not feel exactly like my other fingers, probably because of the nerve damage, but it is not a problem. I will forever praise God for His promises, comfort, and encouragement that He has given me throughout this entire ordeal. He took away my fear and helped me through the pain. God is faithful always! 
The truth(s) God was reinforcing in my life:

I praise God for the healing that He has promised me. God is the one who pulls us up and rescues us. God is faithful, and He stays with me through every trial. He is my hope, my protector, my deliverer, and my comforter, even in the darkest hours. We may experience sorrow during the night, but joy is coming. Sing to the Lord, and give thanks to His Holy name. Entrust your life to God, for He will rescue you. He is our faithful God. Don’t be afraid. God reaffirmed that He loved me and that He was with me.
